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CODE COMMITTEE AND ACCC

REACH BROAD AGREEMENT

The Administration Committee of the Film Code of Conduct and representatives of the ACCC have reached agreement in principle about amendments to improve the Code.

35 Amendments to the Code were recommended by the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission after a lengthy inquiry into the operation of the voluntary code during last year.

The meeting between the Committee and the ACCC came after several months of preparation and consideration of the recommendations by the constituent bodies making up the Code Committee.

At the meeting on February 21, unanimous agreement was reached on a broad range of amendments and these will be drafted for insertion into the Code and will come before a further meeting of the Committee in March.  Once these matters have been approved by the Committee in final form, they then become part of the Code itself.

The Committee heard from the Code Conciliator, Mr David Newton that new dispute resolution measures introduced by the Committee last year had resulted in early settlement of almost all of the cases notified to the Secretariat since last October.  Mr Newton said the early intervention procedures which allowed the Secretariat to become involved in the very early stage of the dispute meant that disputes are being resolved by telephone contact for no charge to the parties.  As part of the amendments introduced, these costs are funded by the distributor and exhibitor bodies represented on the Committee.

The Committee decided as part of a drive to increase the number of signatories to the Code to establish a website which would provide ready access to information held by the Code Secretariat about the Code and its membership. 

The preparation of the website will begin immediately.

Committee Members:

Major Distributors

Ross Entwistle

Columbia TriStar Films 

Tel: 02 9272 2902

Fax: 02 9272 2990

Email: ross_entwistle@spe.sony.com

Sunder Kimatrai

20th Century Fox Film Distributors 

Tel: 02 8353 2167

Fax: 02 8353 2177

Email: sunderk@fox.com

Independent Distributors:

Richard Becker

Becker Group 

Tel: 02 9438 3377

Fax: 02 9439 1827

Email: rbecker@beckers.com.au

Major Exhibitors:

John Iozzi

Village Cinemas Australia 

Tel: 03 9281 1000

Fax: 03 9826 6152

Email: john_iozzi@village-cinemas.com

Paul Johnson

Hoyts Cinemas 

Tel: 02 9273 73733

Fax: 02 9273 7399

Email: pjohnson@hoyts.com.au

Independent Exhibitors:

Robert Brainwood

Roxy Enterprises Pty Ltd

Tel: 02 4423 5222

Fax: 02 4423 0606

Email: entertainment@roxy.com.au

Neil Pentecost

COAA President

Tel: 02 4422 2209

Fax: 02 4422 3878
Email: coaa@welldone.com.au
Michael Selwyn

United International Pictures 

Tel: 02 9265 0204

Fax: 02 9264 2499

Email: michael_selwyn@uip.com.au

Robert Reeve

Dendy Distribution 

Tel: 02 9438 3377

Fax: 02 9438 3998

Email: busaff@beckers.com.au

Richard Parton

The Greater Union Organisation 

Tel: 02 9373 6754

Fax: 02 9373 6547

Email: richard_parton@greaterunion.com.au

(The third representative for independent exhibitors is a support/observer nominated by the COAA President on a meeting-by-meeting basis.)
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